TIGER TIMES
Dear Parents/Guardians:
Happy spring! As we enter the third trimester, and the weather starts
to improve, it will be important for you to continue to motivate your
child to do well in school. It is best to do this with encouragement
rather than praise. Words of praise lead your child to rely on your
assessment of his/her accomplishments, while words of
encouragement lead your child to form his/her own positive
assessment of his/herself.
Words of praise would be: "Great job on that assignment!" or
"Congratulations, you got an A!”. Praise is often delivered with opinion
words and given when your child performs in a way you that would
have liked them to perform. On the other hand, words of
encouragement would be: "Look at that project, I can tell you spent a
lot of time on it!" or "It must feel good to know you worked so hard on
that assignment."
Encouragement should be delivered using descriptive words and given
regardless of how your child performs. For example, if your child isn't
successful on a task, you might say, "I can see you are disappointed, I
know you will continue to try your best" or “I can see that didn't turn
out the way you thought it would, what do you think you could do
differently the next time?".
Over the next three months, you will see we have many exciting
activities that will be occurring at Tashua School. I encourage you to
become involved in some of these events. When you are involved at
school, it sends a message to your child that you value his/her learning
experiences. Even if you aren't working directly in your child's
classroom, your child will know you are at school and he/she will feel
important and know you think learning is important too! We are
extremely fortunate to have the amount of parent support that we do at
our school. I thank you for all that you do to contribute to the success of
our students.
"Nothing you do for a child is ever wasted...or forgotten."
Garrison Keillor
Excerpts from: “Parents Make a Difference! Vol.25, No.8

Jennifer Neumeyer, Principal
April 2018
TASHUA SCHOOL
Tuesday, April 3rd
 Book Fair
Wednesday, April 4th
 Book Fair
 Para-Educator Appreciation
Day
April 9th - 13th
 No School; Spring Break
Monday, April 16th
 Legal Day for Students; 1:00
PM dismissal
Tuesday, April 17th
 JDRF Presentation Assembly;
9:00 AM
Wednesday, April 18th
 Coffee & Conversation with
Mrs. Neumeyer; 8:45 AM
 School Store
Thursday, April 19th
 Nutmeg Election in the
Media Center
Friday, April 20th
 One Book, One School Kickoff Assembly; 9:00 AM
Sunday, April 22rd
 Earth Day
Tuesday, April 24th
 SBAC Math Testing; Gr. 3 -5
Wednesday, April 25th
 SBAC Math Testing; Gr. 3-5
 Administrative Professional
Day
Thursday, April 26th
 SBAC Math Testing; Gr. 3 - 5
Friday, April 27th
 Arbor Day
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During the month of April, we will begin to administer the Smarter Balanced Assessments to students
in grades 3-5. The SBAC Assessments will expose students to Common Core English/ Language Arts
questions and Mathematics problems. In addition to the SBAC assessments, our students in grade 5
will be taking the NGSS Science Field Test. (Please note the change in the schedule due to snow days.)
SBAC Testing Schedule
Grades 3 - 5
English/
Language Arts
Math
Math
Performance
Task

4/24 & 4/25
5/1 & 5/2
5/3

Science Testing - Grades 5
NGSS Science Field
5/15 & 5/16
Test
We hope that students will not be absent during the testing period, except for illness, and that they
will strive to do their very best.
Here are some ways you can help us from home:
 Make sure your child arrives to school on time. If he or she is late, your child will not be able to
enter the classroom until testing is done for the day. A make-up test will be given at another
time by one of the specialists so your child will miss classroom instruction.
 Make sure your child has a nutritious breakfast. Even toast and a piece of fruit will provide the
body and brain energy.
 Make sure your child gets plenty of sleep. Most children need at least 10 hours of sleep each
night. Children cannot do their best work when they are tired.
 Let your child know that you expect him or her to try their very best.
Some children can become so worried about taking a test that they cannot demonstrate what they
know. Telling your child not to worry just will not work. Instead, share these tips:
 Tell your child to remember past tests where he or she did well and remind your child that he
or she can do well again!
 Reassure your child. Let your child know that all you expect is his or her best effort.
If you would like to learn more about the Smarter Balanced assessments, you can log onto:
www.smarterbalanced.org
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Class Placements for the 2018 - 2019 School Year
Although the start of the 2018 -2019 school year is several months away, we will begin our class
placement process after the April break. This is a very involved process, as we will strive to create
balanced classes at each grade level. In addition to balancing the number of boys and girls in a class,
we also strive to create academically balanced classes. The goal is to create classes in which each
classroom teacher will be able to meet the needs of all learners. This is a very complex process.
As we begin this task, we will keep the following goals foremost in our mind:
 to consider the needs of all students and to maximize our ability to deliver appropriate
instruction in accordance with students’ needs
 to consider any unique needs that any student might have
The process for assigning children to classes will begin with the current classroom teachers who will
meet together by grade level with our reading consultants, math specialist, our social worker, and
me. We will meet again several times to make any changes which we feel will benefit the groupings.
Modifications will be made as necessary, resulting in the final lists.
I would also like to offer parents the opportunity to be a part of this process. While it is impossible for
me to accept requests from parents for specific teachers, you may write a letter to me explaining your
child’s learning style and the type of learning environment you feel is best for your child.
In past years, some parents/guardians have made requests of current classroom teachers or
particular teachers for their children for the next grade. Please understand that teachers cannot
honor these requests; there is no reason to meet with teachers to discuss next year’s placement.
If you, as a parent/guardian, feel that your child has a particular learning need in which we might be
unaware, I ask that you inform me, in writing, of your child’s need. I will then bring this need to the
attention of our teachers. This is not an opportunity to request a particular teacher; it is merely an
opportunity to make us aware of your child’s needs. No teacher names should appear in your letter.
In order to meet our timeline, I must have your letter by Monday, April 16th: NO EXCEPTIONS.
All of these steps will be completed prior to the end of the school year. Throughout the months of July
and August, new students who move into the Tashua district will be added to the lists. Students who
move from our district will be removed from the lists. Occasionally there may be staff changes. In
any of these instances, we may find that one change necessitates another. It is for this reason that we
notify families/students of class placement in our August mailing.
Please remember that we all take this process very seriously. We want the best placement for each
child at Tashua School and we will work diligently to ensure that we reach this goal. I hope that this
information has been helpful to you.
If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at NeumeyeJ@trumbullps.org or contact me at
school at 203-452-4433.
Fondly,
Mrs. Neumeyer
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Principal’s Proud Board

Kindergarten: Radwan Arar, Talia Gomes, Chad Taylor
Grade 1: Sarika Nair, Chloe Smith, Madison Dombrowski
Grade 2: Tanvi Mehta, Khushi Katragadda, Ishleen Muchhal, Christopher Teixeira
Grade 3: Matthew D’Agostino, Megan Reilly, James Lofton
Grade 4: Sumedha Jalan, Ali Hassan, Suhani Jhala, Caden Christopher
Grade 5: Hope Platt, Lyla Petitti, Sadie Rappa
Each month, classroom teachers select a student’s work sample to be displayed on the Principal’s
Proud Board. Work samples are selected based on a child showing strong academic growth or a child
exhibiting work habits that exceed the grade level expectation.

EARLY PICK UP and DISMISSAL CHANGES

If you are planning to pick your child up from school before the normal dismissal time, please send in a
note that morning with your child containing all the necessary information. Further, please be sure to
review the change of dismissal plan with your child before school to help avoid any misunderstanding.
Phone calls to the office, regarding a change of dismissal, should be limited to emergency situations only.
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The Counselor Corner:
Mrs. Paredes, School Psychologist & Ms. Sweeney, Social Worker
SELF-CONTROL
Our last TIGERS characteristic that we can help our children with at home is: SELF-CONTROL. This
may be one of the toughest to teach. When children come home from school, oftentimes they let is all
go and will run circles around the house. They work very hard all day here at school to maintain that
self-control that sometimes they need to get out all of those wiggles!
Here are some healthy ways to help your child work on:
- Give them 20-30 minutes of time to do physical activity right after school. It can be very
difficult to ask a child to complete their homework when they come right off the bus. Some
children need time to run, play, and let their brains think about all of the fun and off-topic
things they were not able to do during the day.
- Positively reinforce every time you see your child doing something “expected” and when they
are showing a calm body.
- Set limits: giving children clear, defined expectations for “house rules” will encourage and
promote self-control. Children who do not understand what is “expected” of them will have
challenges with self-control at home and school because of this.
- Practice delaying gratification or wait time for preferred items: Many children are impatient
and expect things that they want or done for them right away. This is not realistic as the real
world you have to wait for things without getting upset or angry. If your child is asking for a
snack or for you to get their favorite toy, make them wait a minute or two before you
completely stop what you were in the middle of to get them what they want. This impatience
carries over to school when they are in a class of 15-20 students.
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The Reading Connection – Mrs. Knapp & Mrs. Kunschaft
The Literacy Corner
How to Help Your Child Develop Critical Thinking Skills
The purpose of reading is more than being able to “read” all of the words correctly and identifying
the facts or details that were stated in the text. There are several processing systems that readers
need to be able to use simultaneously as they read a text. These include:
 Synthesizing: adjusting present understandings to accommodate new knowledge
 Inferring: using what the writer has given you in conjunction with your background
knowledge in order to “figure out” what the writer means but has not stated
 Analyzing: noticing aspects of the writer’s craft and text structure
 Critiquing: thinking critically about the text

Below are some suggestions to use at home to extend your child’s learning from text:
1. Newspaper Headlines
Look at newspaper headlines together then read the text. Did the headline do a good job of telling
the reader what the piece was about? If so, how did it help? If not, why?—What would your
headline be so that it would help the reader know what the piece was about?
2. Fact versus Opinion
Facts are established truths while opinions are a person’s beliefs. Pick portions of the newspaper
article (or other informational texts) and ask your child if it’s a fact or an opinion then have him
explain why.
3. Conversation
Talk with your child about what she read beyond what was the text about. Ask questions that
encourage her to share her thinking and explain why she thinks as she does.

Whether your child is in Kindergarten or 5th grade, you can use these techniques with him.

Adapted from Fountas & Pinnell’s Continuum of Literacy Learning & Building Readers
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MATHEMATICS—MRS. MARINI

Sneak a Peek at the SBAC Practice Test
Are you curious about the types of problems students solve on the SBAC assessment? The
Smarter Balanced Practice and Training Tests provide students with a preview of test questions
aligned to academic standards for their grade level (grades 3,4,5) in both English language
arts/literacy and math. This resource can help parents and students learn more about the
Smarter Balanced assessments.
The Practice Tests are available in each grade and is similar in format and structure to the actual
test. The Training Test is available in three grade bands (3–5, 6–8, and high school) and provides
a sample of each kind of question students might encounter, allowing them to become familiar
with the testing software and navigation. Additional information to access the practice test is
available below. If you would like, you may review the practice test using the instructions below.
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
1. Go to site above and scroll to TELL ME MORE ABOUT and click PRACTICE TESTS.
2. Then click PRACTICE AND TRAINING TESTS PAGE.
3. Scroll to Blue Bar and click GO TO TESTS!
4. Click SIGN IN.
5. Select your grade level from drop down and then click YES.
6. Then click green arrow that says, START GR _MATH PRACTICE TEST.
7. Scroll down and click SELECT.
8. Scroll again and click YES, when asked if begin test.
9. When ready, click BEGIN TEST NOW.
NOTE: When taking the practice test, you must type in a response in order to move to the next
question. Click ‘Next’ on top left to move to next question.

E 10
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Student Resources contains a link

You’ve probably noticed that we often refer to Google apps, Chromebooks, and Google Drive, and
with good reason. These tools have become a vital part of students’ days in grades 3-5 and more and
more in second grade as well. But what about the little guys?

Kindergarten and first grade students have daily access to iPads. These are primarily used in their
center work. You might find first grade students using the “Number Frames” app to show the many
ways to make 10, 20, or more!
In literacy, students read and listen to reading on iPads and
Chromebooks. Apps and online resources like TumbleBooks, Epic!,
and Kids A-Z allow students to read and listen to thousands of books
with just a few taps of a finger!
Many students are also learning to use the SeeSaw app to show, and
say, what they know! This app allows students to take pictures,
annotate and draw, and record audio and video to demonstrate their
learning. Students add their work to their online portfolio that is
shared with their teacher.

Every day we look for new ways for students to show what they know and share their learning with
their teachers, classmates, and the world!

odd Richard, Technology Integration Specialist
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Library News from Ms. Cassidy

In March we celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday. Following a fun Friday assembly we celebrated Bedtime
Story Day, an annual fundraiser hosted by the Student Council to raise money for new books for the
library. The students raised more than $700 which will purchase many new materials to support our
collection. I asked classrooms for suggestions and am working on compiling an order which should arrive
in the new few weeks!
Some upcoming dates to note are May 18th and May 31st. On the 18th storyteller Tom Lee will spend the
day with us at Tashua. He will host performances for each grade level throughout the day. At the end
of the month on the 31 st is the rescheduled date for our Candace Fleming visit. We will host two
programs in the morning – one for grades K-2 and one for 3-5. It should be an exciting month!

~ART ROOM~
Mrs. Grabinski

Kindergarten-Clay Bugs

1st Grade- Clay Snails

2nd Grade- Painted Loom Weavings

5th Grade- Rope Baskets

*Thank you to all the families that donated wipes or tissues!
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A Note from Music!
Mr. Cohen
April is upon us and the time has come for our 5th graders to prepare for their final performance as
Tashua Tigers! The students are excitedly awaiting their morning and evening performances on
Wednesday, May 16th. The first performance will be in the morning here at Tashua for the students and
staff. The second performance will be in the evening at Madison Middle School for family and friends. In
an effort to promote unity in the group please abide by these guidelines for what to wear.
All 5th graders should come to BOTH performances in their “Class of 2017” T-shirt. During the evening
performance at Madison, please be sure students are wearing appropriate attire on the bottom. (No
shorts please!)

Girls: Dark skirts (knee length or longer) or dark pants, and appropriate shoes for risers. No leggings or
heels please!
Boys: Dark dress pants are preferred, khaki acceptable with shoes
PLEASE NOTE: If your child is in Band or Strings, please consult with Mr. Turechek or Mr. McGrath on
expected attire, but don’t forget to bring the T-Shirt for the Chorus portion of the show.
Please arrive at Madison Middle School at 6:45 P.M. The concert will start promptly at 7:00 P.M.
Thanks for your support and we’ll see you soon!

P.E. ~ MS. GIBSON
Students are getting into March Madness! All of the classes have been practicing dribbling, passing,
running, shooting baskets and learning fun lead up games. Basketball is a fun family sport that can be
played at home or in a park at a hoop. All of the classes also had a chance to play some lucky
leprechaun games to tie into St. Patrick’s Day. Don’t forget to wear your sneakers!
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~Student Service Council News~
The Tashua Student Service Council sponsored our Week of Reading and our annual book drive
last month. Mother Nature did not cooperate very well so we extended the book drive an extra
week! We collected 969 books for Read to Grow Connecticut and they were thrilled to receive
these books. This month, we will begin planning our Earth Week activities for late April. We
will plan some ways to take care of earth and conserve energy. Students will write
announcements, speak with buddy classes and help prepare materials for a school-wide project.
This is always a favorite week at Tashua!
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NEWS FROM OUR SCHOOL NURSE
Susan Quigley RN, NCSN

Chest Pain in Children
While chest pain in an adult can be serious, chest pain in children is usually not. Below are some
things to consider if your child reports chest pain:
Muscle Overuse. Chest pain can follow sports, lifting or upper body work. This type of muscle
soreness often increases with movement of the shoulders.
Muscle Cramps. Most brief chest pain lasting seconds to minutes is from muscle cramps. The ribs
are separated by muscles. These fleeting pains can also be caused by a pinched nerve. These chest
wall pains are harmless. Brief muscle cramps are also the most common cause of recurrent chest
pains.
Coughing. Chest pain commonly occurs with a hacking cough. Coughing can cause sore muscles in
the chest wall, upper abdomen or diaphragm.
Asthma. Children with asthma often have a tight chest. They may refer to this as chest pain. They
also get chest pain when they have lots of coughing.
Heartburn. Heartburn is due to reflux of stomach contents. It usually causes a burning pain under
the lower sternum (breastbone).
Chest Wall Injury. Blunt trauma usually just causes a bruised rib. Sometimes, it causes a rib fracture.
Heart Disease (Serious). Heart disease is hardly ever the cause of chest pain in children. Chest pain
that only occurs with exercise could have a cardiac cause.
Pleurisy (Serious). Pleurisy is a complication of pneumonia. If the infection involves the lung's
surface, that area of the chest will hurt.
You should seek immediate medical care if your child is having trouble breathing or has fainted, if
there is a bluish tint to the lips or face, if your child is weak, if there has been a blow to the chest or if
your child looks or acts very sick.
You should call the doctor if your child has a fever, chest pain occurs with exercise, sore muscles last
more than 7 days, heartburn lasts more than 2 days on treatment or chest pains are a frequent
problem.

Wishing everyone a healthy spring!

