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 March Calendar 
 
Wednesday, March 2nd 

  Dr. Seuss’ Birthday  
 

Thursday, March 3rd 

 THS Musical 
Presentation; 9:00 AM 
 

Friday, March 4th  
 Nutrition/Marathon 

and Bedtime Stories 
Assembly; 2: PM 
 

Wednesday, March 9th  
 School Store 
 

Thursday, March 17th  
 Early Dismissal; 

Afternoon and 
Evening Conferences 

 Fathers’ Club Meeting; 
8:00 PM 
 

Monday, March 21st   
 Report Cards Issued 

 

Tuesday, March, 22nd 
 Kindergarten 

Orientation;  
9:15-10:30 AM 

 

Wednesday, March 23rd  
 School Store 
 

Friday, March 25th  
 No School; Good 

Friday 
 

Wednesday, March 30th  
 Invention Convention; 

Grade 5 

 
                   
 

Dear Parents/Guardians:  
 
I know I speak for all of us when I say, “It is time for spring!” Although it has 
been a mild winter, we will all welcome the long, warm days that will soon 
be approaching.  
 
As we move into spring, our daily schedules often become filled with after 
school sports and activities. During this time, it will be important to 
maintain a consistent nightly routine of completing homework, practicing 
math facts and reading daily.  
 
During the month of March, we will be focusing on the “E” for empathy in 
our T.I.G.E.R.S acronym. During class lessons and assemblies, we will be 
showing the students acts of empathy and discussing how our actions make 
others feel.  
 
Below are some suggestions for you to use at home when supporting us to 
help your child to identify and exhibit acts of empathy.  
 
1. Address your child’s own needs, and teach him/her how to “bounce back” 
from stress.  

2. Treat your child as an individual with a mind of his/her own, and talk to 
him/her about the ways that our feelings influence our behavior.  

3. Use everyday opportunities to model empathetic feelings for other 
people. By modeling empathic behavior and pointing out situations that call 
for empathy—parents can generate empathetic responses in their children.  

4. Help kids discover what they have in common with other people. Children 
are more likely to feel empathy for individuals who are familiar and/or 
similar to them.  

5. Help children explore other’s roles and perspectives. Empathy involves 
perspective-taking. What is the world like when experienced from another 
person’s point of view? Stories—from books or television—are 
opportunities for kids to practice perspective-taking skills. What do the 
characters think, believe, want, or feel? And how do we know it?  
 

Source: Gwen Dewar, Ph.D. 
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Next month, we will begin to administer the Smarter Balanced Assessments to students in grades 3-5. 
The SBAC Assessments will expose students to Common Core English/ Language Arts questions and 
Mathematics problems. In addition to the SBAC assessments, our students in grade 5 will be taking the 
CMT Science test on March 15, 2016.  
 
Please see our SBAC testing schedule below: 
 
Grade 5  Grade 4  Grade 3  
English Lang. 
Arts  

4/26 & 4/27  English Lang. 
Arts  

4/26 & 4/27  English Lang. 
Arts  

5/3 & 5/4 

Math  5/3 & 5/4 Math  5/3 & 5/4 Math  4/26 & 4/27 
Math 
Performance 
Task  

5/5 & 5/6 Math 
Performance 
Task  

5/5 & 5/6 Math 
Performance 
Task  

4/29  

 

 

We hope that students will not be absent during the testing period, except for illness, and that they 
will strive to do their very best.  
 
Here are some ways you can help us from home:  

 Make sure your child arrives to school on time. If he or she is late, your child will not be able to 
enter the classroom until testing is done for the day. A make-up test will be given at another 
time by one of the specialists so your child will miss classroom instruction.  

 Make sure your child has a nutritious breakfast. Even toast and a piece of fruit will provide the 
body and brain energy.  

 Make sure your child gets plenty of sleep. Most children need at least 10 hours of sleep each 
night. Children cannot do their best work when they are tired.  

 Let your child know that you expect him or her to try their very best.  
 
Some children can become so worried about taking a test that they cannot demonstrate what they 
know. Telling your child not to worry just will not work. Instead, share these tips:  
 

 Tell your child to remember past tests where he or she did well and remind your child that he 
or she can do well again!  

 Reassure your child. Let your child know that all you expect is his or her best effort.  
 
If you would like to learn more about the Smarter Balanced assessments, you can log onto: 
www.smarterbalanced.org. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at NeumeyeJ@trumbullps.org or contact me at 
school at 203-452-4433.  
Fondly,  
Mrs. Neumeyer 
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Celebration of the Arts 
Congratulations to Olivia Cunha and Joe-Eddy Vilsaint! These two fifth graders were recognized at 
the Connecticut Association of Schools for their hard work and accomplishments in the Arts. Joe-
Eddy was recognized in the category of music and Olivia was recognized in the category of art. 
 
Leap Into a Good Book - Book Drive 
I would like to thank Ms. Kinn, Ms. Kenler, and the entire Student Council for organizing the Bedtime 
Story assembly and fundraiser. Over $767.00 was raised to purchase books for the library media 
center! The Student Council also collected 1,695 gently used books during "Drop Everything and 
Read Week." These books will again be given to Read-To-Grow CT. Through this wonderful program, 
the books will be distributed to children and families through pediatric primary care centers, 
childcare centers, schools and other programs serving communities who are in need.  
 
Kindergarten Enrollment  
If you expect to enroll your child in kindergarten for the 2016-2017 school year and they were born 
on or before January 1, 2011, please call Valerie Mallozzi at 203-452-4348 to schedule an 
appointment. Registration is by appointment only and will be held on March 17th at Long Hill. 
 
CHET- DREAM BIG COMPETION  
The 2016 Dream Big! Competition is open to all CT K-8 students. Deadline is March 30, 2016.  
To enter, students may enter a drawing or essay based on their grade level or homeschool 
equivalent. Please visit www.CHETDREAMBIG.COM for the official rules and a complete description 
of the entry requirements and prize descriptions.  
 
Grades K – 3: Submit an original drawing illustrating, “What do I want to do after I go to college?”  
Grades 4 – 8: Submit an original essay answering the question, “How will I change the world after I go 
to college?” (250 words or less) 
Awards -  

4 Prizes of $1,000 CHET account contributions  
44 Prizes of $500 CHET account contributions  
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Reminder of Student Drop Off/Pick- Up Procedures 

 
We are asking for your help to keep Tashua students safe as they enter and exit vehicles at morning 
drop off and afternoon pick up. EVERY child’s safety is important to us! To avoid unsafe conditions, 
we need everyone to correctly follow our pick-up and drop-off procedures. When these procedures 
are not followed, we put our students and (parent drivers) at risk.  
 
In order to make these procedures safe, we are asking parents to do the following:  

 Enter the drop-off/pick-up area by traveling down Dayton Road to make a right into the 
parking lot.  

 
This can be accomplished several ways by traveling:  

 Rte. 111 to Lake Ave; make a right onto Dayton Road  

 Madison Avenue to Lake Ave; make a left onto Dayton Road  

 Madison Avenue to Limerick Road; turn left on Old Village Lane then turn left onto Dayton 
Road  

 Stonehouse Road to West Rock Road; turn left onto Fieldcrest, right onto Old Coach, left onto 
Wedgewood, right onto Ashbury, then right onto Dayton Road  

 
We are asking that parents do not enter Dayton Road via Stonehouse. This requires drivers to make a 
left into the pick-up/drop-off area, resulting in unsafe conditions and unnecessary traffic.  

 When you are exiting the pick-up/drop-off area, we ask that you make a right onto Dayton 
Road and travel down to Stonehouse to continue your travels. This will help us to reduce the 
risk of accidents and improve the flow of traffic.  

 
When picking your child up from school:  

 Display your child’s assigned number on your windshield.  

 Attach your child’s assigned number on his/ her backpack.  

 If you are late and a staff member is no longer on duty in the pick-up area, please park your car 
and come into the OFFICE to sign your child out.  

 
At all times, avoid:  

 Getting out of your car: You must wait in line in your car until your child is brought to you.  

 Pulling out of line: You must wait until the car(s) in front of you pulls away from the curb 
before you pull out of the driveway.  
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Principal’s Proud Board 
 

The following students have been highlighted on the Principal’s Proud Board this month for their fine 
accomplishments in school. 

 

 
 
Kindergarten: Bria Hermond, Kyle Costello,  Architha  Iyengar,  Johnny Kalmanides, Claire Targowski 
 

Grade 1: Henry Heintz, Maura Kane, Gopika Sheth 
 

Grade 2:  Jason Costello, Isabelle Li, Thomas Rizzetta, Callie McGillicuddy 
 

Grade 3: Daniel Dedvukaj, Lyla Petitti, Parker Seastrong 
 

Grade 4:  Kelly Carew, Sofia Coelho, Lander Sotil 
 

Grade 5:  Gabby McCrae, Divjot Muchhal, Joe-Eddy Vilsaint 
 
 
Each month, classroom teachers select a student’s work sample to be displayed on the Principal’s 
Proud Board. Work samples are selected based on a child showing strong academic growth or a child 
exhibiting work habits that exceed the grade level expectation.  
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       The Reading Connection     

- Jackie Knapp & Jennifer Grannis 
 
 

CCSS Standards - Reading: Informational Text  
 

Last month we shared information about the CCSS ELA Standard for Reading: Literature.  This 
month we are going to give a brief overview of a few of the standards for Reading: Informational 
Text.    

 

The tables below highlight a sample of what the standards expect from students Kindergarten-
5th grade in the Reading: Informational Text standard and highlights how a given standard increases 
in difficulty across the six grade levels.  For more specific information on grade level specific 
standards, please visit the following link:  http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/ (once there, 
go to the right hand side and click on “Reading: Informational Text”-this will allow you to select a 
specific grade level) 

 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade 

 

Key Ideas and Details: 
With prompting and support, 

identify the main topic and 
retell key details of a text. 

 

Key Ideas and Details: 
Identify the main topic and 

retell key details of a text. 

 

Key Ideas and Details: 
Identify the main topic of a 

multiparagraph text as well as 
the focus of specific paragraphs 

within the text. 
 

 

Craft and Structure: 
Identify the front cover, back 

cover, and title page of a book. 

 

Craft and Structure: 
Know and use various text 

features (e.g., headings, tables 
of contents, glossaries, 

electronic menus, icons) to 
locate key facts or information 

in a text. 

 

Craft and Structure: 
Know and use various text 

features (e.g., captions, bold 
print, subheadings, glossaries, 

indexes, electronic menus, 
icons) to locate key facts or 

information in a text efficiently. 
 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

With prompting and support, 

identify the reasons an author 
gives to support points in a 

text. 
 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

Identify the reasons an author 

gives to support points in a 
text. 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

Describe how reasons support 

specific points the author makes 
in a text. 
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The Reading Connection   
-Jackie Knapp & Jennifer Grannis 

Continued 
 

Third Grade Fourth Grade Fifth Grade 

 

Key Ideas and Details: 
Determine the main ideas of a 
text; recount the key details 

and explain how they support 
the main idea. 

 

Key Ideas and Details: 
Determine the main ideas of a 
text and explain how it is 

supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

 

Key Ideas and Details: 
Determine two or more main 
ideas of a text and explain how 

they are supported by key 
details; summarize the text. 
 

 

Craft and Structure: 
Use text features and search 
tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, 

hyperlinks) to locate 
information relevant to a given 

topic efficiently. 

 

Craft and Structure: 
Describe the overall structure 
(e.g., chronology, comparison, 

cause/effect, problem/solution) 
of events, ideas, concepts, or 

information in a text or part of a 
text. 

 

Craft and Structure: 
Compare and contrast the 
overall structure (e.g., 

chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/solution) 

of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in two or more 

texts. 
 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

Describe the logical connection 

between particular sentences 
and paragraphs in a text (e.g., 

comparison, cause/effect, first/ 
second/third in a sequence). 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

Explain how an author uses 

reasons and evidence to 
support particular points in a 

text. 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

Explain how an author uses 

reasons and evidence to 
support particular points in a 

text, identifying which reasons 
and evidence support which 

point(s). 
 

 
For additional details on the Kindergarten standards, go to 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/K/ 
 

For additional details on the 1st grade standards, go to 
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/1/ 

 
For additional details on the 2nd grade standards, go to 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/2/ 
 

For additional details on the 3rd grade standards, go to 
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/ 

 
For additional details on the 4th grade standards, go to 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/4/ 
 

For additional details on the 5th grade standards, go to 
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/5/ 

 
-Adapted from http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/introduction/  
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MATHEMATICS—MRS. JESSICA MANGINI 
 

     

 
 
    
 

ONE HALLMARK OF MATHEMATICAL UNDERSTANDING IS THE ABILITY TO JUSTIFY, IN A WAY 

APPROPRIATE TO THE STUDENT’S MATHEMATICAL MATURITY, WHY A PARTICULAR 

MATHEMATICAL STATEMENT IS TRUE OR WHERE A MATHEMATICAL RULE COMES FROM. –
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 

As we continue exploring the Mathematical Practice Standards, it is important to keep in mind 

that each standard is important and is often interdependent of the others. 

 

To refresh, here are the 8 Standards for Mathematical Practice: 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others 

4. Model with mathematics 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically 

6. Attend to precision 

7. Look for and make use of structure 

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning 

This month I will highlight Standard 6- Attend to precision. 
 
The standard states: 

Mathematically proficient students try to communicate precisely to others. They try to use 

clear definitions in discussion with others and in their own reasoning. They state the meaning of 

the symbols they choose, including using the equal sign consistently and appropriately. They are 

careful about specifying units of measure, and labeling axes to clarify the correspondence with 

quantities in a problem. They calculate accurately and efficiently, express numerical answers 

with a degree of precision appropriate for the problem context. In the elementary grades, 

students give carefully formulated explanations to each other. By the time they reach high 

school they have learned to examine claims and make explicit use of definitions. 

Source: Insidemathematics.org 
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MATHEMATICS—MRS. JESSICA MANGINI-CONTINUED 

WHAT DOES IT REALLY MEAN? 

The title is potentially misleading. While this standard does include “calculate accurately and 

efficiently,” its primary focus is precision of communication, in speech, in written symbols, and 

in specifying the nature and units of quantities in numerical answers and in graphs and diagrams.  

The mention of definitions can also be misleading. Elementary school children (and, to a lesser 

extent, even adults) almost never learn new words effectively from definitions. Virtually all of 

their vocabulary is acquired from use in context. Children build their own “working definitions” 

based on their initial experiences. Over time, as they hear and use these words in other 

contexts, they refine their working definitions and make them more precise. For example, the 

toddler’s first use of “doggie” may refer to all furry things, and only later be applied to a 

narrower category. In mathematics, too, children can work with ideas without having started 

with a precise definition. With experience, the concepts will become more precise, and the 

vocabulary with which we name the concepts will, accordingly, carry more precise meanings. 

Formal definitions generally come last.  

In order for students to demonstrate precision teachers explicitly teach what that looks like 

and sounds like.   Teachers model precision in communication and in mathematical solutions. They 

identify incomplete responses and ask students to revise their response.   Educators encourage 

students to identify when others are not addressing the question completely. 

 

Teachers are continually stretching their students to use math vocabulary and clearly and 

explicitly “explain their thinking.” Here are the types of questions we ask to get students to 

communicate with precision: 

 How might you explain the problem in another way?  

 What math words have you learned that might help explain your thinking?  

 How would you describe the problem in your own words? 

           What words from your vocabulary journal, anchor chart, or word wall   

   might be helpful to help you describe your thinking ? 

Now we know how teachers support students in this mathematical practice, but what are 

students doing? 
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MATHEMATICS—MRS. JESSICA MANGINI-CONTINUED 

 

Students are: 

 Using and clarifying mathematical definitions in discussions and in their own reasoning 

(orally and in writing).  

 Using, understanding and stating the meanings of symbols.  

 Expressing numerical answers with a degree of precision. 

The poster below is a great visual for students as they solve problems to remind them what 

precision looks like in mathematics. 

 

 

 

At home, please help your child continue to develop this practice standard by never allowing 

them to just say “I don’t get it!”  Have your child clearly explain what they do not understand 

and where their understanding falls apart.  And then, let your child’s teacher know.  This strong 

home/school partnership is critical. 
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A Note from Music!     
 

In like a lion, and out like a lamb! March is a time of change and growth for Tashua. As we begin our 

journey toward spring, it is important to keep improving our musical minds. Tashua students are 

achieving at high levels in all grades. Our kindergarten and 1st grade students are identifying notes 

and rhythms, as well as learning to use their voices safely while singing. 2nd graders are enjoying new 

motor function games that are helping to create steady and complex rhythmic structures. Perhaps 

one of the most exciting musical endeavors this month is in 3rd grade. They have received their 

recorders! The recorder is the first wind instrument that most students are introduced to. The 

benefits of this new unit will stay with the students throughout their musical careers, in school or 

otherwise. Reading music while correctly playing an instrument is not easy, but they are up for the 

challenge! 4th graders will be continuing to experiment with new ways to write music and poetry to 

be presented to the class. Finally, I am proud to report that our fifth graders are working hard to sing 

music that is rated for middle school chorus students. They sound amazing! This month they’ll finish 

writing the Class of 2015 Tashua Blues, which will be performed at the spring concert. What an 

exciting time to be a musician at Tashua! Also, a special congratulations to Joe-Eddy Vilsaint for being 

this year’s recipient of the Connecticut Association of Schools’ Outstanding Arts Award for Music. 

This is a true honor for any 5th grader. 
 

Mr. Cohen 

 

      P.E. ~ MS. GIBSON      

 

 
Introducing the Circus! 

Hi, my name is Ms. Christo. I am a Physical Education student teacher from Central Connecticut State 

University. I have had the pleasure to meet all of the students here at Tashua Elementary and I've 

been overwhelmed with excitement. While I am teaching, I am also learning from the students each 

and every day. After Jump Rope for Heart, we started a Circus Unit where the students are working 

on their balance and hand eye coordination. The students are receiving a lot of practice while having 

fun at the same time. The skills learned in this unit will be extremely helpful. The students can use 

what they learned while strengthening their fine motor skills. My goal as a teacher is to lead my 

students down a path of daily exercise, healthy eating, and healthy relationships! All of you have 

made this a great experience so far, one that I will never forget! Thank you for this opportunity to 

work with such a wonderful group of children! 
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            ~ART ROOM~           

 

Tashua students will be working on the following projects in the month of March: 
 
Kindergarten- Collage Portraits 

1st Grade- Van Gogh/painted Sunflowers 

2nd Grade- Kandisky/Abstract Painting 

3rd Grade- 3D/clay sculpture/owl 

4th Grade-Scale and Proportion Potarit Drawing/Multicultural Art/Mexican Yarn Painting 

5th Grade-Multicultural Art/Xray Animals/7 Elements of Art 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Library News from Ms. Cassidy 
 

 

Ralph Fletcher is coming to Tashua School! Thanks to the generosity of the PTA we are lucky to 
welcome this well-known and respected author of picture books, novels and instructional writings 
for teachers and students. He will be visiting on April 6th and all students will have the opportunity to 
hear him speak. Last week all classes met with their buddy classes in the library to enjoy a story by 
Fletcher. In the weeks to come the students will work on activities to prepare for the visit.  
 
In addition to our exciting author visit, students have been busy during their regular library classes. 
Fifth grade is learning about internet safety. Topics covered include cyber security, personal 
information, cyber bullying and website evaluation. Fourth grade is starting to learn about their state 
while third is exploring the biography neighborhood to get ready for an upcoming project. 
 
Second grade is excited to learn about Destiny, our online catalog. First grade is discussing story 
elements such as characters, plot and setting. Kindergarten is learning to use shelf markers. It has 
been a busy month! 
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~Student Service Council News~ 

 
Next week begins our “Leap into a Good Book” week to celebrate the birthday of Dr. Seuss and the 

importance of reading every day. The Student Service Council has been busy making posters, talking 

to buddy classes to share information and getting ready for our book drive. Next week, students will 

help count books after school and then we will donate them to Read to Grow Connecticut. Tashua 

School donates more books to them than any other organization and we are proud of this! 

Today we had our Bedtime Stories Day assembly. Students brought in money if they choose to wear 

pajamas and slippers and bring a stuffed animal. Council representatives and alternates helped 

collect this money which will go to our own library/media center. Ms. Cassidy will be able to 

purchase so many wonderful books for our school and students can offer suggestions.  

The Council has been busy! We will now look forward to planning Earth week in April and a few 

other activities. 
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A NOTE FROM OUR NURSE   

 

Vision Screening is Key to Healthy Development                                                                                  

-Ask if your child has been screened.                                                            

-Talk about the results.                                               

                                -Act on referrals! 

Eye health is particularly important for children.  Children who have a problem may not realize 

it or be able to describe a problem with their sight.  It is important that your child’s eyes are 

checked during well child visits to make sure they are healthy.   

Children born prematurely, those with delays in their growth or with neurological conditions are 

at greater risk of vision problems and should visit an eye doctor regularly for a full eye exam. 

Eye problems that are not corrected may lead to a permanent loss of sight.   

If you notice any one of the following, let your child's doctor know: 

 Eyes that are misaligned (look crossed, turn out, or don't focus together) 
 White or grayish-white color in the pupil 
 Eyes that flutter quickly from side to side or up and down 
 Bulging eye(s) 
 Child often complains of eye pain, itchiness, or discomfort 
 Redness in either eye that doesn't go away in a few days 
 Pus or crust in either eye 
 Eyes that are always watery 
 Drooping eyelid(s) 
 Child rubs or squints eyes often 
 Eyes that are always sensitive to light 
 Any change in the eyes from how they usually look 

Courtesy of the National Center for Children’s Vision and Eye Health and the American Academy of Pediatrics 

 

Susan Quigley, RN NCSN 
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Help the 5th grade!!! 

BRING IN YOUR EMPTY BOTTLES 

Bring in plastic water bottles to help the 5th grade give a surprise to the school.  

Also, dump out your water bottles during lunch. 

 

 

Do NOT put glass, aluminum foil,  

or anything else except plastic WATER BOTTLES 

 

 

 

Thank you for helping!  
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