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4TH GRADE NEWS 
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Reading 
Fourth graders are immersed in the 

Becoming Americans unit. During this study, 
students explore realistic fiction and 
informational texts related to the theme of 
immigration. Instruction centers on skills such as 
paraphrasing, summarizing, determining main 
idea and theme.  

Students will also begin to compose 
thoughtful written responses to text using 
specific text evidence. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Winter Concert @ Madison 12/3 
Early Dismissal – No lunch served 12/23 
Return from Break 1/5 
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Math 
We are currently working on the 

Investigations unit entitled “Size, Shape, and 
Symmetry.” This unit develops ideas about 
classifying 2-D and 3-D figures, as well as 
linear measurement. This includes perimeter, 
area, measuring angles, and volume. 

Students will find the area of 
symmetrical designs, divide irregular polygons 
into two shapes with equal areas, finding area in 
square units, and finding the area of rectangles 
and triangles. 

 As always, continue to help your 
child practice his or her math facts at least ten 
times a month to promote fluency. 

    

Science 
We are continuing our study on Force 

and Motion and conducting our experiments 
with simple machines.  Be on the lookout for 
simple machines in action, and used in 
combination, as you travel during this busy 
time of year. After the winter break, we will 
begin our study of electricity and magnetism. 
Many students are already learning about static 
electricity first hand as they zoom down the 
plastic slide at recess! 

 

Social Studies 
The fourth grade will soon begin 

exploring the Northeast region of the United 
States. By investigating the land and its people, 
students will gain perspective on the region’s 
importance in the development of our nation. 
Students will then explore their home state of 
Connecticut in depth, gaining an awareness of 
how our state’s geography, climate, and natural 
resources are similar to the rest of the region. 
We will also study Connecticut’s governmental 
structure. 

Writing 
Students continue to work on 

elaborating fictional narrative stories. They are 
building their bags of tricks for elaborating the 
most important parts of their stories.  

By describing important characters, 
objects, and settings using specific language, 
students are better able to paint a picture in 
their readers’ minds to convey their messages. 


